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A Case Study: 

Corvey Women Writers on the Web



Corvey CollectionCorvey CollectionCorvey CollectionCorvey Collection

! Library of late 18th / 
early 19th literature

! Schloß Corvey, 
northern Germany

! Rediscovered 1970’s
! 73,000 volumes 

German, French, 
English

! ‘Ephemeral’ writing



Corvey Women Writers on the Web (CWCorvey Women Writers on the Web (CWCorvey Women Writers on the Web (CWCorvey Women Writers on the Web (CW3333))))

Sheffield Hallam University – AHRB funding

Purpose:
! ‘Catalogue’ – Disseminate information 

about Corvey collection
! ‘Scholarly Journal’ – Act as focus for 

research into romantic-period women’s 
writing



MultiMultiMultiMulti----disciplinary disciplinary disciplinary disciplinary skillsetskillsetskillsetskillset

! Information Architecture
! the underlying elements of information and 

their relationships
! User-interface Design

! a web site is an ‘active’ document which users 
interact with

! Information Design
! presentational aspects of communication of 

information



Issues determining designIssues determining designIssues determining designIssues determining design

! Large quantities of reference information
! 1000+ works by 400+ authors
! Titles, publication details, ISBNs, author attributions

! Interrelated information
! Interlinked authors, works, research contributions, 

keyword classifications, etc

! Intelligent searching facility required
! ‘Documents’ rather than ‘system’



ApproachApproachApproachApproach

! Information held in a 
database

! ‘HTML templates’ used 
for creating web pages 
(using Cold Fusion)

<cfquery name=q>
  select name from author;
</cfquery>

<html>
<body>
<h1>Authors</h1>
<cfoutput query=q>
  #name#<br>
</cfoutput>
</body>
</html>

CW3

Authors

Elizabeth Appleton
Arabella Argus
Jane Austen
Joanna Baillie
Anne Bannerman
Agnes Anne Barber

database

template generated web page



SolutionSolutionSolutionSolution

! ‘Stepped back’ from 
complexity

! Identified essential 
entities being handled as
! Authors
! Books
! Research contributions

! Works are written by 
authors, research may be 
about books or authors

Author

Work Research
Contribution

about

about

written by

subject of

subject of

author of



Database structureDatabase structureDatabase structureDatabase structure

! Same Author / Work / 
Contribution structure 
provides basis for 
database structure

(extra tables manage:
! many-many relationship 

between authors & works
! author aliases
! keyword classifications

! external web references)
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Web Site StructureWeb Site StructureWeb Site StructureWeb Site Structure

! Same Author / Work / 
Contribution 
structure also 
provides basis for web 
site structure

! Augmented by ‘entry’ 
pages for navigational 
routes into site 
content

Home

Alphabetic
Index

Author Page

Book Page

Search

Contribution
Page



Home PageHome PageHome PageHome Page



Author IndexAuthor IndexAuthor IndexAuthor Index



Author PageAuthor PageAuthor PageAuthor Page



Book PageBook PageBook PageBook Page



Contribution PageContribution PageContribution PageContribution Page



Contribution Page Contribution Page Contribution Page Contribution Page –––– contemporary reviewcontemporary reviewcontemporary reviewcontemporary review



Search PageSearch PageSearch PageSearch Page



Database used for entering informationDatabase used for entering informationDatabase used for entering informationDatabase used for entering information



ImpactImpactImpactImpact

! Single sourcing of data
! each piece of information is stored once, 

however many different places it appears
! Formalised relationships

! relationships between authors, books, research 
contributions are clearly defined

! Separation of data and presentation
! information is entered and managed entirely 

separately from its presentation



Benefits (1)Benefits (1)Benefits (1)Benefits (1)

! Consistency & accuracy of information
! single sourcing, db validation tools

! Reduced effort to maintain information
! information management tools

! No html skills required for maintenance
! separation of data & presentation

! No broken links
! links generated automatically from internally 

consistent data



Benefits (2)Benefits (2)Benefits (2)Benefits (2)

! Ease of use of site, ease of locating information
! clear site structure, structured search facility

! Contextualised and complex searching
! database search tools 

! Coherence of site
! all pages follow templates rather than different 

contributors’ preferences
! Balance of site

! each author has author page, each book has book 
page: only quantity of associated research varies



The ResultThe ResultThe ResultThe Result

! Large, complex web site that’s easy to use, as 
well as easy to create & develop

! Web site that supports academic research by 
making available current research, &

! Web site that strengthens academic community 
by being ‘open’ (subject to peer review)

! Achieved by:

Information 
Architecture

User 
Interaction 

Design

Information 
Design

+ +



AddressesAddressesAddressesAddresses

! Corvey Women Writers on the Web
! www.shu.ac.uk/corvey/CW3

! This presentation
! www.movable-type.co.uk/InfoDesign2000

! Chris Veness
! chrisv@movable-type.co.uk


